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Under Champlin’s 
leadership, HUB self-
sufficient, serving students
By Valerie Putnam
CURRENT CONTRIBUTOR

No one would fault Phil Champlin if he 
took a victory lap around the HUB. 

Since taking over the sports facility in 
2010, Champlin has assisted the HUB in 
becoming a self-sustaining entity, an ac-
complishment that once seemed nearly im-
possible.

The facility originally opened as Sports 
USA in 2003.  Unable to find its financial 
footing, Sports USA eventually closed its 
doors in 2005. In 2007 a group of commu-
nity leaders, led by a local pastor Ian Rob-
ertson, reopened the facility as the HUB.  

"When the building reopened as the 
HUB, people liked the concept," said 
Champlin, the HUB’s executive director. 
"But a lot of them didn't necessarily believe 
it would be able to make it." 

Efforts to keep the HUB open and finan-
cially viable led to a constant struggle for 
the ownership group. Champlin, upon as-
suming the leadership position, worked to 
figure out the HUB's identity and how it 
could fit into the community.

In October 2010, he took his last capital 
infusion from the HUB's board and hasn't 
looked back. Champlin's ability to build a 
solid financial base for the HUB came in 
part through partnerships with local orga-
nizations, he said.

"We've been self-sufficient for almost 
four years now," Champlin said. "It's fantas-
tic, such a blessing to be where we are now."

As the facility became more financially 
self-sufficient, Champlin started introduc-
ing programming such as special camps, 
tournaments and leagues.

"We found a need or a niche in a particu-
lar time of year or particular sport," Cham-
plin said. "We aren't trying to take over 
what somebody else is doing.  There were 
pieces where things were missing."

He also began developing his kids-fo-
cused outreach program, HUB 360, which 
targets at-risk middle school students in an 
after-school program.

According to Champlin, two-thirds of 
the students participating in the program 
receive free and reduced lunch. 

HUB 360 provides students a safe, posi-
tive place to come for games, homework 
time and enrichment, which involves guest 
speakers who introduce the students to ca-
reer paths.

The program initially served Central 
Valley School District’s Greenacres Middle 
School when it began in 2012. Last year, 

IF YOU GO ...
Family Fun Festival 
1 to 4 p.m. Sept. 27 
HUB Sports Center 
19619 E. Cataldo Ave., Liberty Lake

To celebrate the HUB’s seventh birthday, 
the facility is offering a free event where 
attendees can participate in basketball, 
football, baseball, soccer, pickleball, Zumba, 
karate and hip-hop classes, as well as enter 
for a chance to win a birthday celebration. 
The event ends with a free showing of the 
Disney movie “Frozen” starting at 4:30 p.m. 

For more information, contact the HUB at 
927-0602.

The 66,000-square-foot HUB Sports 
Center is a multi-purpose facility where 
sports-related activities are offered for all 
ages. The HUB 360 after-school program 
serves middle school students, sixth to 
eighth grade, in the Central Valley and East 
Valley school districts.  The program is 3-6 
p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday for Central 
Valley students and Monday and Wednes-
day for East Valley students. 

For more: 927-0602 or www. hub-
sportscenter.org.
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Want to see your name in print (for 
all the right reasons, of course)? Or 
maybe you just want to help point out 
great ideas for content worth sharing 
with your neighbors? The Current is a 
community newspaper, so if you are 
part of the greater Valley community, 
we want to know what’s important 
to you. We like to say there are six of 
us, and there are more than 100,000 
of you. Maybe one of the questions 
below applies to you? If so, you can 
help us out. 

 Do you go on vacation? 
Maybe you’re heading somewhere 
fun (and warm) for vacation. If so, 
pack a copy of The Current and pull 
it out to snap your photo in front of 
your favorite destination or landmark. 
When you return to the Valley, drop 
us a line with the pic, and we’ll share 
it with readers. Call it “Current 
Travels.”

 Are you part of a club or service 
organization? 
Well, what do you know? Our calendar 
features a list of recurring Valley 
events for clubs and organizations 
that have regular meetings. Send us 
the info. 

 Do you celebrate?  
We want people to know about 
everything from your new baby, 
to your upcoming wedding or 
anniversary, to your incredible office 
or sporting achievement. Photos, 
announcements, honors — please 
send!

 Did you capture a shot? 
Shutterbugs, unite! If you are 
capturing great Valley moments, 
whether while out and about or 
in your backyard, email us your 
photo so we can share it around the 
neighborhood. Send along names of 
those pictured and complete caption 
information as much as possible.

 Are you a local freelance 
journalist?  
The Current sets aside a budget and 
great assignments for people like 
you. Send some clips our way, and 
we’ll be in touch. 

 Do you eat?  
We thought so. Perhaps you have 
a favorite order at a Valley eatery? 
Before you clean your plate, get your 
picture taken with your order and 
send it to us. Include the place, order, 
cost and why you love it. It’s just one 
more way we can point one another to 
all the best the Valley offers.

You are The Current. Email 
editor@valleycurrent.com so 
we can share the things that are 
important to you.

Champlin expanded the program to in-
clude Evergreen Middle School.

  This fall, Champlin plans on adding 
East Valley Middle School. Central Val-
ley schools will be served on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, while East Valley will be Mon-
day and Wednesday. 

"It's been fun to see that program grow 
and develop," Champlin said. 

Champlin wants to continue to grow the 
program but requires additional funding to 
make his dream come to fruition.

"The more kids we have involved in the 
program,” Champlin said, “the more op-
portunities we have to make a difference in 
a child's life."

The program currently averages 25 to 30 
students each week, but Champlin would 
eventually like the program to serve hun-
dreds of kids. 

On Sept. 25, Champlin is planning to 
share about the positive changes happening 
at the HUB during the first-annual All-Star 
breakfast fundraiser. The breakfast is by in-
vitation only and will be held at Mirabeau 
Park Hotel.

"We want to educate the public about 
where we are at today as a 501(c)3 nonprof-
it and share our vision,"   Champlain said. 
“We want to take this program and expand 
it."

His future plans include growing the 
HUB 360 program and introducing the 
HUB scholarship program. During the 
breakfast, he hopes to raise funding to sup-
port both programs. 

"We're doing this in essence of a posi-
tion of strength as opposed to a position of 
desperation," said Champlin, adding that 
the fundraising goal for the breakfast is 
$25,000.   "We want to grow and integrate 
more into the community and help more 
kids with those two primary pieces, HUB 
360 and the scholarship program."

Eventually, Champlin intends to run a 
capital campaign to purchase the building 
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Phil Champlin, the HUB Sports Center’s 
executive director, has helped the HUB 
become a self-sustaining entity since taking 
the leadership position in 2010. 

outright, possibly by the end of 2016.
"So we can be a permanent resource for 

the community" Champlin said.
On Sept. 27,  families are invited to the 

third-annual Family Fun Festival to com-
memorate the HUB's anniversary.

"It will be a lot of fun," Champlin said 
about the free event. "We invite people of 
all ages to come and play."
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