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HUB branches out with after-school program

HUB

Nonprofit spotlight: HUB 360

painted and decorated their houses with
colorful paints, glitter, mini presents and
other options provided on tables.
Champlin incorporates the local PACE
character education initiative as part of
the experience. In November, the students
talked about citizenship, breaking into four
groups to think about what it takes to be a
good citizen and discussing each part of the
American Flag. Following the discussion,
the groups created their own flags.
“They had a really good time with that,”
Champlin said. “We have some really good
artists.”
Among other local businesses and organizations, Champlin has commitments
from Avista, the Spokane Shock, Spokane
Teachers Credit Union and Itron to share
time with students in 2013.
“We are getting good responses from the
community,” Champlin said. “They can see
the benefit from it. I like that the community is getting involved and getting engaged
because with their help it could be so much
more than what we could do by ourselves.”
The program also dedicates 45 minutes
for study time to work on homework, with
staff and volunteers available to help.
“I’ve actually got more done,” eighth grader Renee Maynaard said. “I got my grade up
(in science). It was a D; now it’s a B.”
The components are not structured the
same way each session, varying depending
on the speakers or events scheduled.
Participants also get a snack at the beginning of the afternoon.
“We’re looking at this as collaborated effort between us, the school district, business, service and sports communities,”
Champlin said. “It’s bringing together the
different entities that all can play a part in
helping these kids become successful in the
future.”
Melanie Rose, Central Valley School District’s public information officer, noted that
student engagement is one part of the district’s strategic plan.
“We want to provide students as many activities as possible to keep them engaged in
school,” Rose said. “We know students who
find some interest beyond academics are
more likely to stay in school.”
Free for the students, the program’s financial support came from community organizations such as Sunrise Rotary, Rotary
21 and Spokane Teachers Credit Union. The
support is applied to buying snacks, school
supplies and sports equipment. Champlin
estimates $10,000 to $14,000 a school year
would allow for a maximum of 50 participating students.
Currently, the pilot program enlists students strictly from Greenacres Middle
School. Only two miles from the HUB, the
school was chose due to its close proximity,
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Twelve-year-old Grant Peterson started
a recent Tuesday afternoon at the HUB
Sports Center as goalie during a rousing
game of handball. After the game, he built
a bird house with the help of a representative from Home Depot. Later, he spread out
books at the Liberty Lake athletic facility to
focus on the day’s homework assignments.
These events represent a typical day at
the HUB 360 after-school pilot program for
several students from Greenacres Middle
School.
“I love the sports,” Peterson said when
asked about his favorite things about the
program. “It’s a bunch of fun.”
According to HUB Executive Director
Phil Champlin, the program was launched
to reach students who may not connect
to more traditional after-school offerings
but could benefit from the combination of
academics, athletics and community investment.
Peterson said he joined the program after a taunting experience at school began to
sour his perspective on the academic environment.
“I didn’t like being anywhere,” Peterson said. “This sounded like fun. I’ve tried
a bunch of new things and would recommend it to anyone.”
The vision of the program began when
Champlin took over managing the HUB
Sports Center in November 2009.
Though the program was part of his vision at the time, his first three years were
focused on keeping the financially unsettled
HUB afloat by growing the facility’s business.
As the Sports Center found its financial footing, Champlin considered ways to
reach out to students. His goal was realized
with the launch of the HUB 360 pilot program in October.
“There is a need in the community for a
program like this,” Champlin said. “It’s an
opportunity to make a difference.”
The after-school program offers sessions
every Tuesday and Thursday from 3 to 6
p.m.
“Between the hours of 3 to 6 p.m. are the
hours kids get in the most trouble, because
it’s usually before mom and dad get home,”
Champlin said.
He designed the program with three daily
components: physical activity, enrichment
and study time.
Champlin said he is currently working
with Gonzaga students to help develop a
physical activity curriculum that measure
baselines for students competing against
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Greenacres Middle School students who attend the HUB 360 after-school program paint birdhouses during a December meeting. The event
featured a volunteer with Home Depot who led the students through the activity.
themselves. Students have participated in
numerous team sports such as handball,
basketball, volleyball, pickle ball and martial arts.
As part of the enrichment, students have
been exposed to community speakers and
organizations such as Peak 7 Adventures,
a nonprofit organization geared towards
teens interested in outdoor activities; Ben
and Jerry’s Ice Cream; YMCA’s Youth in
Government; Boarders for Christ and Warrior Camp.
“We want to expose (students) to things
they maybe haven’t thought about before,”
Champlin said. “Having a job doesn’t mean
that it has be to something they don’t like.
We want them to find something they’re
passionate about. … The best way I can put
it is planting seeds. Don’t know if I’ll ever
see those seeds grow, but it’s the right thing
to do.”
During the bird house session, representatives from Home Depot spent an hour
teaching students how to assemble a prefabricated bird house. After assembly, they

See HUB, page 15

HUB Sports Center Executive Director Phil Champlin addresses students participating in the
HUB 360 program during a December session.
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HUB 360
What is it?
A program for middle school students
who may benefit from additional academic, athletic and community investment during the after-school timeframe
Where is it at?
The HUB Sports Center, 19619 E.
Cataldo Avenue, Liberty Lake
Meetings
The group meets every Tuesday and
Thursday from 3 to 6 p.m. Each day, the
students participate in a physical activity, dedicated study time and enrichment. Enrichment involves community
speakers or activities. Currently the
program is enlisting Greenacres Middle
School students.
Fun fact
The HUB Sports Center is 66,000
square feet and hosts athletic events
and tournaments year-round.
Cost
Free to students. The program is
financed by the HUB Sports Center and
community donations.
How you can help
The HUB Sports Center accepts tax
exempt donations and is always looking for volunteers. For more, contact
Executive Director Phil Champlin at
927-0602, phil@hubsportscenter.org or
visit www.hubsportscenter.org.

Highlights from your Chamber
Awards of excellence to be
revealed at Gem of the Valley
The 10th annual Awards of Excellence will
be presented during the Gem of the Valley Gala
6 p.m. on Jan. 26 at Mirabeau Park Hotel. The
annual event celebrates excellence of businesses,
individuals, and non-profit organizations in the
Greater Spokane Valley area making a difference
in our community. Presented by the Greater
Spokane Valley Chamber of Commerce, an
awards committee made up of past recipients
selects a list of finalists from nominations and
then chooses the winners in each category.
The Harry E. Nelson Citizen of
the Year award winner for 2012 was
recently announced. This award
is given to an individual who
has demonstrated
exemplary service
to the business
community. Bill
Gothmann was
named this year’s recipient, and a plaque
will be presented to
him at the Gem of
the Valley Gala.
Also, a special
award called the Lifetime Achievement
Award has been
created this year to
honor Dick Behm
for his contributions
to the community
during his lifetime.
Entrepreneur of the Year and District Educator
of the Year are two additional categories for

Chamber events in January

Rose said.
The program averages 14 students each
day. With current staff and resources, the
maximum number of students the program
can accommodate is 20.
Champlin’s long-term plans are to open
the program to other schools in the Central
Valley and East Valley school districts.
One obstacle standing in the way of expanding the program is volunteers.
Currently, HUB 360 has one dedicated
staff member, Program Supervisor Ty
Pfundheller. Pfundheller oversees the program along with one staff person who helps
work with the kids. All other help relies on
volunteers. Eventually, Champlin hopes to
see enough volunteers to have one adult to
every five students.
“We’re at critical mass point,” Champlin
said. “I know to grow this to the next step
we need to build our volunteer base.”
Champlin hopes to see the program grow
to 50 to 60 students on Tuesday and Thursday with an additional 50 to 60 students on
Monday and Wednesday.
“The program is a work in progress,”
Champlin said. “But I like the fact the kids
are taking ownership in it. They’re inviting their friends. To me, that is the highest
compliment you can get.”

January 8, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Government
Action committee meeting, Valley Hospital
Education Center, 12606 E. Mission, Spokane
Valley. Program: TBA. Cost: $20.00 (includes
lunch). Register at spokanevalleychamber.org.
January 18, Business Connections Breakfast,
Mirabeau Park Hotel, 1100 N. Sullivan, Spokane
Valley. Coffee and networking begins at 6:30
a.m., program 7 to 8:30 a.m. Cost: $25 for members and guests, $35 for non-members. Register
at spokanevalleychamber.org.
January 16, 4 to 6 p.m., “Meet the Chamber”
Member Reception, KPS Management, 524 N.
Mullan Rd., Spokane Valley. Certificate presentations at 5 p.m.
January 22, 4 to 7 p.m., Business After-Hours
Networking hosted by Anderson, Peretti & Co.,
CPAs, P.S., 611 N. Argonne Rd., Spokane Valley.
Ribbon Cuttings for associated businesses at 5
p.m.
January 24, noon, Transportation Committee meeting, Longhorn BBQ, 2315 N. Argonne,
Spokane Valley. Program: TBA.
January 26, 6 p.m., Gem of the Valley Gala,
Mirabeau Park Hotel, 1100 N. Sullivan, Spokane

“Dining with the Stars”

Saturday, January 26 at 6 p.m.
Mirabeau Park Hotel
DIAMOND SPONSOR

the 10th annual awards of excellence. Winners
of Tier 1 and Tier 2 Businesses of the Year, the
Community Caring Award, the Human Services
Award, and Chamber Member Volunteer of the
Year will also be announced at the ceremony.
Plan to attend this semi-formal affair and
celebrate excellence in our Valley communities.
The event includes a silent auction and cocktail
hour with no-host bar, gourmet dinner and the
awards ceremony. Cost is $55 per person or
$600 per table with reserved VIP seating. For
more information or to register, go to spokanevalleychamber.org.
Valley. Silent auction and cocktail hour with nohost bar, gourmet dinner and awards ceremony.
Cost: $55 per person or $600 per table with
reserved VIP seating.
Be sure to check our website at spokanevalleychamber.org for more details and updates.

New members

Please join us in welcoming the following members who have recently joined the
Greater Spokane Valley Chamber of
Commerce:

Artworks Spokane
Auble, Jolicoeur & Gentry, Inc
Barbara Floyd, Independent Sales Dir., Mary Kay
B & C Weaver Enterprises, LLC
Friends of Pavillion Park
Jacob’s Upholstery & Patio
Just Chillin’ Frozen Yogurt
Liberty Lake Liquor, LLC
Liquidation Auto Group, Inc
Molina Healthcare of Washington
PayChex Payroll & HR Benefits
Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories, Inc
Switch Up Web & Marketing
The UPS Store #3037
URS Corporation
Walmart #5883
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